125.   TELEGRAM TO SECRETARY FOR INTERIOR

[DURBAN,]
September 10, 1913

THANKS FOR WIRE.1 FEAR REPLY MAKES REVIVAL
STRUGGLE IMPERATIVE NOTWITHSTANDING EVERY EFFORT
MINIMIZE POINTS OF DIFFERENCES. REGARDING POLYGA-
MOUS MARRIAGES REFER ASSOCIATION LETTER             5TH
JULY 1911 AND INTERIOR MINISTER REPLY 10TH
SAME MONTH.2

Indian Opinion, 13-9-1913

126.  LETTER TO SECRETARY FOR INTERIOR*

110, FIELD STREET,
DURBAN,

September 11, 1913

THE SECRETARY FOR THE INTERIOR

PRETORIA

SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 21st ultimo in reply to mine of the 15th idem regarding the
regulations framed under the Immigrants5 Restriction Act.

On behalf of the Anjuman, I respectfully submit that most
of the objections raised by my Anjuman are to principles and not
to details. Lapse of time will certainly fail to affect principles.
That certificates of identity whose applicability is limited to a period
of one year would be of infinitely less value than the perma-
nent certificates that were issued under the old Natal Act is a fact

1  Vide footnote 1 to "Letter to Secretary for Interior", p. 175.

2 To this Gorges replied on September  19:   "I was somewhat at a
toss to understand what assurance you were referring to; hence my enquiry.
Looking now at the past correspondence on this subject, I fear that the very
wide interpretation you are seeking to apply to the Immigration Officer's letter
of I0th August, 1911, is not one which was ever contemplated or one which
would be accepted by the Minister."

3 An office copy of this letter is found in the Sangrahalaya papers and
it is presumed that this was drafted by Gandhiji.